NEAR EARTH OBJECTS

Some asteroids and comets, and the fragments they generate through
collisions, or by sublimation while close to the Sun, travel across the
Solar System on orbits which can bring them very close to Earth,
causing a risk of impact for our Planet.
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It is estimated that the number of NEO increases
exponentially with decreasing diameter.

In the next 100 years, the probability that a known NEO
should impact Earth is very low, but the same estimate
cannot be made for unknown objects. Therefore many
research projects consist in continuously monitoring

the skies for NEO, both to update the positions in space
of the known ones, and to find unknown ones.




